SYLLABUS

Instructor: Askarbek Mambetaliev. M.Ed.

Institute: Kyrgyz State University by I. Arabaev / Institute of European Civilizations

Department: Political Sciences

Course Title: History and Political Culture of Western Europe. 

Email: askarbek@gmail.com, http://cie.netfirms.com

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This mandatory course is based on the interdisciplinary approach combining political and cultural  aspects. The course is developed for university students specializing in Political Sciences. In this course we will explore the subject of political culture of Western Europe and its interaction with democratic theories, human rights and open society ideas. 

During the course we will explore and do a comparative analysis of values and beliefs of Western  Europeans, touch causes, consequences and future of recent revolutions in Georgia, Ukraine and Kyrgyzstan from the view of politics and culture. We also will seek parallels between the riots in France (2005) and Kyrgyzstan (2005).

We also will discuss the ideas of Paulo Freire, the well-known educator, politician and radical humanist of the modern time, whose insights have inspired many people for positive changes in the world in the XXI century. This will help us to raise our consciousness about the need of changing the world by means of a constructive dialogue. 

Although, this course is originally designed for students in the Institute of European Civilizations of the Kyrgyz State University, there is an opportunity for other learners and practitioners beyond the educational institutions to attend some lectures and seminars. This category of students is required to register before the beginning of a new semester in order to be eligible for the next full course. The number of students for the course is limited to 40 persons for a semester.  

REQUIREMENTS

The following are the minimum class requirements

· Regular class attendance and participation in class activities. 
· Completion of assigned readings. 
· Completion of all written tasks. 
· Participation in and out of class preparation for class presentation. 
· I have a right to choose a seat for each of you in the classroom. This is done to create a constructive social environment in the class and prevent creation of  “chatting parties” in the calss.  
The projects and presentations need to be submitted by deadlines. 

METHODS OF INSTRUCTION

This class comprises lectures and discussions in one combined session - meeting once a week for two hours. Each session will begin in the lecture hall (IEC 216) unless otherwise indicated. Surprise quizzes may be held at the start of classes or in discussion sections. The course also includes seminars, which will employ different methods of learning and teaching such as presentations, panel discussions, work in small groups, etc… These seminars are organized into two clusters. The first focuses on exploring and defining the subject from the general perspectives; the second focuses on defining the subject from regional perspectives, relying on cases, simulations, and the diversity of participants as vehicles for developing the appropriate knowledge and skills.

Students will be assigned projects in the forms of either papers or presentations (in a group or individually). The content of the final paper may include a student’s assigned project, or, based on a subject of the course. Students should immediately begin thinking about possible research topics. 

The class schedule is listed below. There is some room in it to cover other substantive and methodological topics of particular interest to students in the class. We will discuss this further at the first class meeting. 

CLASSROOM ETHICS

Students must observe the following. 

· Accept and respect others.
· Tolerate different opinions.
COURSE GOALS

Courses should prepare students for an interactive graduate classroom, with an emphasis on critical thinking, class discussion, oral presentations and debate. Students also will learn how to explore online resources and find relevant resources. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Students will be able to analyze and give the characteristics of the political cultures, regimes, theories and human rights issues. They also will be able to compare the western democracies and theories with the ones in Kyrgyzstan. Students must not only pass through tests and exams, but also should be able to develop a solid judgment of political culture, democratic values, and ideas of freedom. Learners are expected: 

· To develop awareness and understanding of different aspects of political cultures, political regimes, and issues of human freedoms from cultural, social, and political points of view. 
· To develop their ability to reflect on, understand, and respond to complex international and intercultural issues relating to politics and culture. 
· To develop a sense of world mindedness . 
· To develop the ability to think logically and critically , and to apply knowledge from multiple disciplines to many different contexts. 
· To develop the ability to locate, identify, and use sources of information from multiple disciplines to understand and address issues related to political sciences. 
GRADING POLICY

	Class activity
	5 points
	5 times randomly

	Home work
	2 points
	Through the Semester 

	Projects
	5 points
	Through the Semester

	Attendance 
	5 points 
	Through the Semester

	Final presentation
	3 points
	1 time

	Total:  
	20 points
	  


DISTRIBUTION OF GRADES

	Grades
	Points
	Traditional

	A
	16-20
	 5

	B
	12-16
	 4

	C
	9-12
	 3

	D
	9-bellow
	 2


READING MATERIALS FOR THE COURSE

SEMESTER I

I. The core materials are in the READERs (collection of reading materials), which will be distributed in the class in the beginning of the semester. The list of other sources are grouped into the following topics.

II.Introduction to Political Sciences. 

Political leadership. Democracy: theory, reality, and future trends.  Political regime. Civil society. Election process. Political ideologies: history and contemporaneity. Global politics and international relations. 

Melnik B. Political Sciences. Basic concepts and logical schemes (IEC library).

Introduction to Political Sciences. Textbook (National Library).   

Pugachev A. 1995. Introduction to political sciences. Moscow (Reading hall of the university). 

Radugin. A. 2003. Political Sciences. Moscow (Reading hall of the university). 

J.Baylis, S. Smith, The Globalisation of World Politics: an Introduction to International relations, 1997.

III. Introduction to Political Culture.

About the conception of political culture, core elements of political culture, political symbolism, types of political culture. Aspects of culture and politics in Kyrgyzstan. 

a) Gabriel Almond and Sidney Verba: Types of political culture. (p.11. box).  

b) Political ideology (p.13. box) and its four elements 

c) The politics of social cleavages. 

d)  Functions and Structure of political culture. Political Subcultures. (Oganesyan)

e) Crisis of democracy? (p.15. box). 

IV. History and Political Culture of Western Europe (overview): 

a) Political Culture of Britain (Roskin)

b) Political Culture of France (Roskin)

c) Political Culture of Germany. (Roskin)

Gadjiev K. 1999. Introduction into political sciences. Moscow: Logos. (423-455 pages) (IEC library)

The democratic code of people of Kyrgyzstan, 2003, Bishkek (National Library).

Peter L. Berger, Many Globalizations: Cultural Diversity in the Contemporary World (New York: Oxford University Press, 2002).

Lawrence E. Harrison and Samuel P. Huntington, Culture Matters: How Values Shape Human Progress (New York: Basic Books, 2000). 

V. Cultural components of the Political Theories of Western Europe.

Liberalism, Conservatism, Socialism, Nationalism, Fascism, Anarchism, Liberalism and neo liberalism

Liberalism. Conservatism, and Democratic Socialism

a) Liberalism: The sources, Classical liberalism, Reevaluation of values and formation of new liberalism, Crisis and renascence of liberalism, Dilemmas of liberalism in socio-economic spheres, Problems of state, power and democracy in liberalism 

b) Conservatism: Characteristics, Modern types, Socio-cultural and religious aspects of conservatism, Problems of freedom and democracy in conservatism.

VI. Political changes and revolutions. 

Political change can also be pursued through violent means. Political violence usually means that the institutional framework for dispute resolution in a society has failed. People may feel that the political system either lacks legitimacy or that it will remain profoundly unresponsive to their demands. Political violence can occur between individuals, groups, or state actors. Some violence is exercised by any state government to ensure public order and internal security. Groups resorting to political violence include: criminals, nihilists, separatists, revolutionaries, the "annoyed" and disgruntled. Political changes and Revolutions. Theory of revolutions by Brinton. (Roskin, Tulegabylova)

SEMESTER II

VII. Political Culture & modern Constitutional Democracy:

a) What is the content of a political culture? What are basic political values and norms? What are basic political beliefs? What is the relationship between a society's political culture and its political regime? What type of political culture permits development and operation of and provides sustenance for a governmental system that is genuinely constitutional, representative, and democratic in character?

Modern constitutional democracy, as a functioning and enduring system of government, has worked quite well in some of the world's political societies, but has been less than a shining success in many others. Why are some societies more successful than others in developing and operating constitutional democratic political institutions?

Readings: Dr. Almon Leroy Way, Jr. Constitutional Democracy & other democratic regimes. 

b) Democratic socialism: History and development of democratic socialism, Modern types

Gadjiev K. 1999. Introduction into political sciences. Moscow: Logos. (475-504 p) (IEC library).

Gadjiev K. 1999. Introduction into political sciences. Moscow: Logos. (371-433 pages)

VIII. Specifics and differences between Western and Eastern Political Cultures. 

Political socialization; is democracy compatible with non-western cultures? 

Melvil A. 2004. Political Sciences. Moscow. (219-229 p) (IEC library)

Помарин А. О лице политологии на Востоке и на Западе (National Library).

IX. Freirean approach to culture: political consciousness

What is political consciousness? Political socialization. Conscientisation of Paulo Freire.

P.Freire: There is no teaching without Learning. Respect for what Students know. A capacity to be critical. Ethics and Aesthetics. Cultural Identity. Teaching is not transferring knowledge. Awareness of our unfinishedness. Common sense. Humility, Tolerance, and the struggle for the rights of educators, Conviction that change is possible, teaching requires curiosity. Teaching is a human act, self-confidence, professional competence, and generosity, commitment, freedom and authority, decision making that aware and conscientious, knowing how to listen, openness to dialogue, caring for students. 

Lavrinenko V. 2002. Political Science. Moscow. (445-466), Gadjiev K. (418 -433 p)

Paulo Freire. 2005. Education for Critical Consciousness.   

Pedagogy of Freedom: Ethics, Democracy and Civic Courage
Freire, Paulo.1970. Pedagogy of the Oppressed. New York: Herder and Herder

Romana Gareja. 2004. Stumbling but struggling: Political opposition in four post-soviet countries. Moscow (National Library). 

Developing a democratic view of the university students is a condition for progress and integration (National Library). 

Developing a democratic society in Kyrgyzstan (National Library). 

Modern democratic trends in Central Asia in the context of authoritarianism and democratic alternatives. (National Library). 

X. Freirean week. 

Open seminar on Freirean terms: liberatory education, mystification, participatory research, praxis, problematization, conscientization, critical consciousness, circulo de cultura, culture of silence, codivication and decodification, dialogical method, empowerment, humanization.   

XI. Western models of democracy and cultural context of new democracies

Democratic regime. Comparative analysis of liberal democratic and radical democratic theories.  Democratic model of human rights. Institutional model of integrative democracy. Competitive democracy. Traditional liberal conceptions. Elitist theory of democracy. Theory of participatory democracy. 

Soloviov A. 2003. Political Science. Moscow (269-274) (available in the department’s library).

Vasilik M. 2000. Political Sciences. Moscow. (Available in the reading room of the university). 

Zerkin D. 1997. Basics of political sciences. Rostov-na-Donu. 

Held, David, Models of Democracy (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1987)

XII. Political System and its main Institutes

Bertsch, Gary K. 1986. Comparing political systems: Power and Policy in three worlds (Nat. Lib).

Lavrinenko V. 2002. Political Science. Moscow. (204-229) 

Pugachev A. 1995. Introduction to political science. Moscow. 

XIII. Politics and Religion.

Influence of religion to formation of political culture in the Western Europe. Roman-Catholic Church, Reformation, Doctrines. 

SEMESTER I

	N
	CONTENT
	H

	1
	Introduction to the course: distribution of the syllabus, goal and objectives, requirements, class organization, search tips, about the main textbook, online submission policies.
	2

	2
	I. Introduction to Political Sciences: Locating political culture within the subject of political science (Pages: 18). 

II. Readings for next class:  Radugin. A. 2003. Political Sciences. Moscow: Political ideas of the antiquity, the medieval, the renaissance (pages: 21-29), Modern political ideas of the west (page 22), 
III. Key terms: Values, Attitudes, Politics, Culture, Society, State, Nation, Nation-State.  
	2

	3
	I. Discussions of findings from the homework. 

II. Mini-lecture: a) Political culture: values and attitudes of citizens on politics and society. (p.11) b) Explanation of the key terms: Nation, state, sovereignty, constructed, multinational, ethnicity, diplomatic recognition, failed state, reification, causality, feudalism, absolutism, secularization, quarrels, powers, political geography, elites, mass, democracy, per capita, GDP, electoral franchise, authoritarian, symbol, institution, constitution, parliament, political culture, cynical, legitimacy, ideology, pragmatic, generalization, theory, interest group, European union, redistribution. 
	2

	4
	 I. Gabriel Almond and Sidney Verba: Types of political culture. (p.11. box).  
II. Political ideology (p.13. box) and its four elements 

III. The politics of social cleavages. 

IV. Crisis of democracy? (p.15. box). 
	2

	5
	Great Britain: Introduction. (Meeting with Dr. S.Delorme. Ph.D. USA.)
	2

	6
	France: Introduction.  
	2

	7
	British political culture: Guest Speaker (Stuart Delorme, PhD)
	2

	8
	Political systems. Parliamentary and Presidential systems. French system. Comparative approach to different systems. 
	2

	9
	I. German political culture. 

II. A student’s presentation. Discussions, questions and answers. 

III. Three perspectives of political culture:  System, Process, Political course. (Comparative Politics Today. A world view. Gabriel A.Almond. p.94).  
	2

	10
	I. Western Europe: flags and symbols.
II. A student presentation.

III. Political regimes: Liberalism. Elements of Liberalism
	2

	11
	Review of literature. New key terms.  

Parliamentary, Presidential and French systems. Class discussions.
	2

	12
	Conservatism: Elements of consevatism, Neoconservatism.  Neoliberalism, Socialism, Marxism, Fascism, Democracy: Direct and representative.
	2

	13
	 Functions and Structure of political culture. Political Subcultures. 
	2

	14
	Political changes and Revolutions. Theory of revolutions by Brinton. 
	2

	15
	Revision of the course. Questions for evaluation.
	2

	16
	Deadline for submission of final presentations. 
	2

	17
	Presentations
	2

	18
	Presentations
	2

	
	
	


SEMESTER II (draft) 

	N
	UNITS
	CONTENT
	H

	1
	I
	Introductory class: program overview, content of the syllabus, requirements, grading policy. Students need to chose a topic during the semester and present at the and of the semester. They also have to submit a final essay of min. 4 pages. (!Students need to have an e-mail address!) 
	

	2
	
	Methods of research: Defining a Problem. Reviewing the Literature. Forming a Hypothesis. Chosing a Research Design and Gathering Data. Analyzing the Data and Drawing Conclusions. Subsequent Research. ((D.Light: Sociology. ML)
	

	3
	
	An Approach to Political Culture. Culture and Democracy. Modernization and Cultural Zones. Self-Expression Values. A global cultural map. How real are the cultural zones. (R1)
	

	4
	*
	Defining Political Culture: Theoretical problems, Criteria for conceptualizations, political culture as Symbol System, PC as common ways of relating (R2)
	

	5
	
	Political Culture & Modern Constitutional Democracy (R2)
	

	6
	*
	Mass Communication: Political Culture and Democracy. (R2) 
	

	7
	*
	The Culture of Democracy: A civic culture. Democracy and Education. What are Democratic Elections? Democratic Ethics and the Loyal Opposition. Constitutions. Elections. Equality and the Law. Democratic government. Politics, Economics, and Pluralism. (R2)  
	

	8
	*
	Kultura i democratia. Postmodern. Grajdanskaia kultura i stabilnost democratii (R2) 
	

	9
	
	Political Culture and State Formation
	

	10
	II
	Freirean approach to culture: Political socialization. Conscientisation. Ethics and Aesthetics. Cultural Identity. Common sense.
	

	11
	
	Education, culture and politics: Humility, Tolerance, and the struggle for the rights of educators. Conviction that change is possible, teaching requires curiosity. Teaching is a human act, self-confidence, professional competence, and generosity, commitment, freedom and authority, decision making that aware and conscientious, knowing how to listen, openness to dialogue, caring for students. ”There is no teaching without Learning.” Respect for what Students know. A capacity to be critical.
	

	12
	
	Open seminar on Freirean terms: liberatory education, mystification, participatory research, praxis, problematization, conscientization, critical consciousness, circulo de cultura, culture of silence, codivication and decodification, dialogical method, empowerment, humanization.   
	

	13
	
	Revision of the Units  I, II
	

	14
	III *
	The Emergence of Greek Civilization. Migration and colonization. Classical and Hellenistic Greece.  Political configurations in Greece. The rise of Rome. The Roman Constitution. The Education of a Roman Gentlemen.
	

	15
	
	History and role of religion in the politics and the culture of  Western Europe: The Roman Empire and the Rise of Christianity. Roman-Catholic Church, Reformation, Protestantism, Doctrines
	

	16
	
	Revision of the Unit III

Project Assignment
	

	17
	IV
	Elements of the western democracy within the cultural context of new regimes in the fSU. Democratic regime. Comparative analysis of liberal democratic and radical democratic theories.  
	

	18
	
	Democratic model of human rights. Institutional model of integrative democracy. Competitive democracy. Traditional liberal conceptions. Elitist theory of democracy. Theory of participatory democracy.
	

	19
	*
	Political System and its main Institutes. The democratic institutions of European countries: The European political model. The organs of state. Elections and Parties (Reader. p. 211)
	

	20
	
	Revision of the Units IV
	

	21
	V
	Political culture of Britain: The impact of the past, Magna carta. The rise of Parliament, Henry VIII, Parliament versus King, Cromwell’s Commonwealth, “The Glorious Revolution” The Rise of the Prime Minister, The democratization of Parliament, The Rise of Welfare State, Commons.
	

	22
	
	Class and Voting, The Defferential British? British Civility, Pragmatism, Legitimacy and Authority, The Ulster Ulcer
	

	23
	
	A changing political culture, The utility of dignity, British rasism (Roskin). Change in the British political culture. Sources of Change. (Reader, p.135)
	

	24
	*
	The decline of the civic culture
	

	25
	VI
	France: The Fourth Republic, The France political Eras. Historical roots of French Attitudes, A climate of mistrust, The Nasty Split, School for Grinds, The “Great Schools”, The Fear of “Face to Face”
	

	26
	
	“La Marseillase”, French Revolution, France’s Religious Split (R1)

Revoliutsianyn onuguu stadialary. (R2) 
	

	27
	*
	Pochemu liudi buntuiut? Politicheskoe povedenie (R2)
	

	28
	*
	French and American Party Identification, The instabiulity of split Societies, The French-US relationships. Beyond the Nation State? The French and Statism, Technological Nationalism. European and US attitudes about welfare  
	

	29
	VII 
	German Political Culture.

The Moral Vacuum. How to handle the Holcaust? The rememberance of Things Past. The Generation Gap. 
	

	30
	
	The Rise of postmodernism. Political generations in Germany. A normal Germany? The Disorienting Unification? Legitimacy, Authority, Sovereignity. 
	

	31
	
	The German Political Elite. The German Split Personality. Socio-Economic Change and Political Culture in west Germany. (R1, 35)
	

	32
	
	Revision of the Units V, VI, VIII
	

	33
	VIII 
	The Uniqueness of Western Civilization. 
	

	34
	
	National Political Culture in the EU
	

	35
	
	Political Culture and Political Power in the Epoch of Globalization. (R2) 
	

	36
	*
	A comparative approach to political culture of Kyrgyzstan: ancient, soviet, and the modern. 
	

	37
	IX
	Final presentations 
	

	38
	
	Final presentations 
	

	39
	
	Revision of the course
	

	
	
	
	


Abbreviations: 

· * - optional 

· DL – IEC library

· ML- Main Library

· R1 – Reader part #1

· R2 – Reader part #2

